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RE:  Comment Letter — Proposed Water Recycling Policy

Clity of Oxnard, California SWRCB EXECUTIVE

To Members of the State Water Resources Control Board:

This office submits these comments on behalf of the City of Oxnard (*City”). The City thanks the State
Water Resources Control Board ("State Board”) for its leadership in developing this second version of
the Draft Water Recycling Policy ("Draft Policy”). The City commends the State Board's philosophy to
promote the use of recycled water and to bring to fruition a statewide approach that fosters a consistent
application of requirements to the use of recycled water in order to encourage and broaden iis usage.
The City supports setting a structure that provides for uniform interpretation of the various recycle
requirements in such a way as to reduce uncertainty in the design and operation requirements for
recycled water projects.

Further, the City agrees with the State Board in its attempts to support the development of a Recycled
Water Policy that recognizes and treats recycled water as a resource rather than a waste product.
Indeed, the City agrees whoieheartedly with the Staff Reports comment:

The state needs to encourage the development of recycled water
projects in order to address the water demands of its population and
industries. (Staff Report, page 1).

As described herein, the City is depending on the use of recycled water as a resource in its water
supply plan. It believes that the State of California’s current and future water supply concerns
mandates uniformity amongst the various Regional Water Quality Contro! Boards (Regional Boards) in
support of recycled water usage. Regulations and policies that impede this goal should be changed.
The development of recycled water facilities must be encouraged so that recycled water may be made
available, as the Legislation intended, to help meet the growing water requirements of the state.

The City is pleased to offer the following background facts and comments on the Draft Policy and looks
forward to the upcoming hearing on this issue.

1. City of Oxnard

The City of Oxnard (City) is home to over 190,000 people. To serve this growing population, the City's
Water Division relies on imported surface water from the Calleguas Municipal Water District (CMWD},
groundwater from the United Water Conservation District (UWCD), and groundwater from the City's
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own wells. Local groundwater comprises the greatest porfiori of the City’s water supply. The City
blends water from these three sources to achieve an appropriate balance between water guality,
quantity, and cost.

As described in details below, to meet s water supply needs through the year 2020, the City's
Groundwater Recovery Enhancernent and Treatment (GREAT) Program includes wastewater recycling,
groundwater injection, storage and recovery, and groundwater desalination. Starting with treated
was‘tewater that wou!d otherwise be discharged to the Pacific Ocean, the GREAT Program will produce
~-frigh-aya Aod-7as gled water product. This purified recycled water can be used safely for
dustrial processes, landscape irrigation, and groundwater injection for aguifer
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State Water Resources Control Board Resolution No. 77-1 states:

*1. The California Constitution provides that the water resources of the
State be put to beneficial use fo the fullest extent of which they are
capable, and that waste or unreasonable use or unreasonable method
of use of water be prevented, and that conservation of such waters is
to be exercised with a view to the reasonable and beneficial use
thereof in the interest of the people and for the public welfare;

2. The California Legislature has declared that the State Water
Resources Control Board and each Regionai Water Quality Control
Board shall be the principal state agencies with primary respons:blhty
for the coordination and confrol of water quality;

3. The California Legislature has declared that the people of the State
have a primary interest in the development of facilities 1o reclaim water
containing waste to supplement existing surface and underground
water supplies;

4, The California Legisiature has declared that the State shall
undertake all possible steps to encourage the development of water
reclamation facilities so that reclaimed water may be made available to
help meeting the growing water requirements of the State.”

{b) Water Code Section 13576.
Within Water Code section 13578, the Legislature made the following findings and declarations:
“(a) The State of California is subject to periodic drought conditions.
- {b} The development of fraditional water rescurces in California has not
kept pace with the state's population, which is growing at the rate of

over 700,600 per year and which is anticipated to reach 36 miliion by
the year 2010.




